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INTRODUCTION

The adopted Comprehensive Plan for the City of Deer Park, which is part of the City’s Growth Management
Implementation Program documentation, is intended to guide future decisions related to land use,
housing, economic development, transportation, capital facilities, and utilities.  Since the Plan was
developed with a public participation process, it represents a blending of philosophies on how growth
should be handled.  The Comprehensive Plan is in compliance with the Growth Management Act and
fosters the State’s goals of reducing urban sprawl, encouraging the availability of affordable housing,
encouraging efficient multi-modal transportation systems, protecting the environment, and ensuring that
those public facilities and services necessary to support development shall be adequate to serve the
development at the time the development is available for occupancy.

Deer Park’s Growth Management Act Implementation Program consists of four (4) parts, all of which are
dynamic and capable of being added to, amended, and/or changed in other ways, all in response to new
information or technology, changing needs and demands, and other factors:

· Part One, the Existing Conditions Assessment;
· Part Two, the Comprehensive Plan, including amendments thereto;
· Part Three, the Implementation Regulations; and,
· Part Four, the Appendices, being support materials in furtherance of the Program.

The Growth Management Act Implementation Program combines Growth Management Act (GMA) and
State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) requirements into an integrated and on-going program in that:  Part
One is the basic foundation for SEPA analysis, Comprehensive Plan development, and other planning
programs; Parts Two through Four contain further SEPA documentation, as well as other relevant
materials, for individual components of the overall long-range planning program; and as new plans,
programs, and evaluations are undertaken, they are incorporated into the existing program’s
documentation structure and pagination scheme.  This 2019 Park and Recreation Plan update to the Parks
and Recreation and Conservation Element was also evaluated under the integrated SEPA analysis
undertaken as part of the 2017 Deer Park Comprehensive Plan update.

The sole purpose of 2019 Park and Recreation Comprehensive Plan update is to update the Parks,
Recreation, and a Conservation Element and incorporate it by reference to the existing Comprehensive
Plan.  The 2019 Park and Recreation Comprehensive Plan serves to refine, define, and expand upon the
park, recreation, and conservation information and planning strategies previously adopted in the Growth
Management Act Implementation Program.  The 2019 Park and Recreation Comprehensive Plan is in
compliance with the requirements of the State’s Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO), in order to be
eligible for financial assistance from RCO’s several grant programs for implementation of various planned
local projects in future years.

The 2019 Park and Recreation Comprehensive contains the following prerequisite sections pursuant to
RCO criteria:

· Goals and Objectives;
· Inventory;
· Public Involvement;
· Demand and Needs Analysis;
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· Capital Improvement Programming; and
· Adoption.

In instances where certain required information, detailed in existing Growth Management Act
Implementation Program documentation, it is duly noted and its exact location is cited.  In other instances,
where required information, detailed in such existing documentation, is less extensive, it is reiterated
herein for the convenience of all who would prefer to seek reference only from the Parks, Recreation, and
Conservation Element for specific guidance.

The only element of the adopted Comprehensive Plan that is directly influenced by 2019 Park and
Recreation Plan is the Capital Facilities Element.  All other elements of the 1997 Comprehensive Plan, as
previously amended by Comprehensive Plan Amendment 2018 update, and by annual resolutions
updating the six-year Transportation Improvement and Capital Improvement Programs, remain applicable
in their previously adopted forms.

The City’s 2017 population of 4,110 persons, as provided by the State Office of Financial Management’s
(OFM), is projected to grow to 5,325 persons by the year 2037, and incrementally more in subsequent
years.  The 2017 population and the 2017 land use inventory, plus other information compiled during the
2017-2018 time-frame, provide the “base line” of information for the existing Comprehensive Plan
documentation.  For the purposes of this Park, Recreation and Conservation Plan update, the 2017 to
2037 OFM population figures are utilized for projecting long-range park and recreational
recommendations.
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MAJOR CHANGES FROM THE 2000 PLAN 

The original Park, Recreation and Conservation Plan was completed in 2000 and adopted as part of the
1998 Comprehensive Plan. Following is a summary of the major changes that have occurred since that
time that has impacted Park, Recreation and Conservation in the City.

· Perrins Park has lost slightly more the half
the area due to the construction of the fire
station. The modified Perrins Park will have
a new restroom facility in 2019 and a
conceptual master plan has been completed
for the remaining improvements to the park.

· The sports complex did not get any
additional fields or soccer fields and the
aquatic center at the sports complex has not
been developed due to the lack of funding.

· Swinyard Park has new restrooms and play
equipment, Sixth Street Park and Country
Club Park has new tables and benches and some playground equipment at Country Club park has been
added.

· Sixth Street Park was provided as an arboretum, but no restroom facilities were provided.

· The golf course was purchased by the City and provides commercial recreation.
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· Main Street Park was added as part of the Deer Park Meadows
Development.  This new facility houses a restroom, parking
and landscaping.

· Mix Park has had acreage added and has been provided with
play equipment and restrooms and will include future parking
areas.  The parking areas and new restrooms at the older
portion of Mix Park have been completed.

· The new fire station has a community center built into it on the west end next to the grass field left
over for being a park.

· Previous Fairgrounds property located on south main street has been sold and been redeveloped as
commercial and office use.

· The proposed new fairgrounds property on East Crawford Avenue did not develop and is being
considered for commercial or other public uses.



Goals and Objectives

2019 COMPREHENSIVE PARKS, RECREATION PLAN Page | 5
AND CONSERVATION ELEMENT

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

Pertinent Goals, Objectives, and Policies Contained in the Capital Facilities Element of the
Comprehensive Plan.

Pages II-1 through II-34 of Deer Park’s Growth Management Act Implementation Program contain the
adopted Capital Facilities Element of the Comprehensive Plan.  The following excerpts from the Capital
Facilities Element represent the State, Countywide, and municipal goals, objectives, and policies that are
most relevant to planning for parks, recreation, and conservation.

The Growth Management Act’s stated goals for public facilities and services, in Revised Code of
Washington (RCW) Section 36.70A.020(12), emphasize the need for adequate parks, recreational areas,
and open spaces as a prerequisite for urban growth:  “Encourage the retention of open space and
development of recreational opportunities, conserve fish and wildlife habitat, increase access to natural
resource lands and water, and develop parks.”

In 2008 Spokane County issued the “Countywide Planning Policies for Spokane County”. Such policies
cover nine (9) topics: urban growth areas, joint planning within urban growth areas, promotion of
contiguous and orderly development and provision of urban services, parks and open space,
transportation, siting of capital facilities of County-wide or State-wide nature, affordable housing,
economic development, and fiscal impacts. These policies are the regional strategies guiding each
jurisdiction’s Comprehensive Plan development, including this 2019 Park and Recreation Plan update.

Deer Park’s own municipal goals and policies for planning future park, recreation, and open space
conservation needs and demands, include the following:

· Goal No. 1.  Provide needed public facilities to all residents within Deer Park in a manner, which
protects investments in existing facilities, maximizes the use of existing facilities, and promotes
orderly urban growth.

Policy 1-1 Provide capital improvements to correct existing deficiencies, to replace worn out or
obsolete facilities, and to accommodate desired future growth, as indicated in the six-year
schedule of improvements (Capital Improvement Program) contained in this Element.

· Goal No. 2.  Ensure that future development bears its fair share of facility improvement costs
necessitated by the development in order to achieve and maintain adopted level of service
standards and measurable objectives standards.

Policy 2-3 Appropriate funding mechanisms for new development’s contribution of a fair share of
other public facility improvements (i.e., parks and recreation) will be considered for
implementation as they are developed by the City.

· Goal No. 4.  Coordinate land use decisions and financial resources with a schedule of capital
improvements to meet adopted level of service standards, measurable objectives, and provide
existing and future facility needs.
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Policy 4-1 Ensure those developers, and/or the City as applicable, provide for the availability of
public facilities and services to support development concurrent with the impacts of such
development in accordance with the level of service standards adopted herein.

Policy 4-4 Employ the following level of service standards, adopted by the Steering Committee for
all jurisdictions unless otherwise noted, in reviewing the impacts of new development and
redevelopment upon public facility and service provisions:

i Recreation and Open Space -- Ensure that recreation and open space is provided in accord
with the following National Recreation and Park Association’s Recommended Standards for
Local Developed Open Space:  mini-park @ 0.25 to 0.50 acres per 1,000 population,
neighborhood park or playground @ 1.00 to 2.00 acres per 1,000 population, and community
park @ 5.00 to 8.00 acres per 1,000 population (for an overall ratio of 6.25 to 10.50 acres per
1,000 population).

Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Element Goals and Objectives.

It is the City of Deer Park’s goal to provide adequate recreational opportunities for all of the City’s
permanent, seasonal, and tourist populations, and to make the City more attractive, comfortable, and
livable.  Deer Park’s recreational amenities are not exclusively used by municipal residents, but are
enjoyed by residents of other areas since, being the only incorporated municipality in the northern part
of Spokane County, many rural residents of unincorporated areas in Spokane, Stevens, and Pend Oreille
Counties seek the opportunity to recreate in Deer Park because it is the closest place to do so.  The City
and its rural surroundings are experiencing population growth, and that growth translates to additional
demands for usage of existing recreational facilities in the City.

Deer Park continues to take a proactive approach in striving to achieve the following goals and objectives
to serve City residents and the surrounding service area, which as noted, extends well beyond municipal
boundaries:

· Goal No. 1.  Provide adequate and diverse park and recreational opportunities at the neighborhood,
community, and regional level.

 Objectives:

1-1 Realize the full potential of the City’s existing parks and
recreation areas and make better use of them through the
development of multi-use recreational opportunities so as to
handle and facilitate future demands as well as the periods
of high usage and demands which are currently placed on
them.

1-2 Allocate park and recreation facilities to activities that will meet the social, physical, and
economic capabilities of the residents of the service area.

1-3 Develop improvements, such as a splash pad, which make the City’s existing parks and
recreation areas more attractive and usable for both residents and visitors, including those with
disabilities.

1-4 Provide for an equitable distribution of park and recreational amenities throughout the City.
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· Goal No. 2.  Serve all age groups in the City and surrounding service area by a well balanced and
conveniently located park and recreation system which will effectively meet the multiple needs,
desires, and interests of the users.

 Objectives:

2-1 Relate the type of park and recreation provided to the pertinent population characteristics of
the particular area served.

2-2 Improve access to all types of facilities to meet the needs of the entire municipal and external
service area.

· Goal No. 3.  Provide for the protection and preservation of the City’s park, recreation, and open
space conservation resources so as to enhance the quality of the environment.

 Objectives:

3-1 Make public space accessible in degrees appropriate to its condition and purpose.

3-2 Utilize appropriate methods for the conservation of open space by zoning, acquisition,
easements, and other devices for control of land.

3-3 Establish a sound basis for the location and acquisition of park and recreational sites and open
spaces to be conserved, using criteria and priorities for the type, location, and amount of space
required as provided for in this Element and in related Elements of the Comprehensive Plan.

· Goal No. 4.  Coordinate open space development that will assist in directing the desired urban
growth and land use pattern.

 Objectives:

4-1 Promote open space lands as a relief and buffer from surrounding urban development.

4-2 Require the dedication of land, or improvement of existing land, or fees in lieu thereof, for park
and recreational purposes in all new subdivision in the City.

4-3 Encourage multiple use of land for open space buffers, water storage, natural conservation
preserves, park and recreation sites, and other uses.

4-4 Control the extension of urban services, such as water and sewer systems, into open space areas
so as to prevent premature land utilization.

· Goal No. 5.  Develop a visually pleasing linkage of open space in the community in order to create
a unified form and a positive image for the City.

 Objectives:

5-1 Provide for landscaping of streets and walkways.

5-2 Provide for landscaped focal points to beautify and identify primary entryways to the City.

5-3 Relate historic and cultural attractions to park, recreation, and conservation lands.
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· Goal No. 6.  Continue to coordinate and expand recreational programs with Deer Park School
District No. 414, and other public and quasi-public entities.

 Objectives:

6-1 Locate park and recreation areas adjacent to schools to economize by joint use of playgrounds
and facilities.

6-2 Consider joint financing of projects as permitted by State law.

· Goal No. 7.  Provide for the conservation of sensitive open space lands so that is can be used as a
natural resource for years to come.

 Objectives:

7-1 Prevent and control the pollution of permanent and intermittent surface waters and wetlands
in the City and its adjacent Urban Growth Area locations.

7-2 Regulate the use of land so that erosion of soils and slopes is averted.

7-3 In a manner consistent with sound conservation requirements, develop access to wetlands and
surface waters for recreational purposes, such as trails.

· Goal No. 8.  Secure the necessary financing to provide for the acquisition and development of land
and facilities for park, recreation, open space, and conservation purposes.

 Objectives:

8-1 Take full advantage of outside funding sources from state and federal programs to reduce the
financial burden of improving and enhancing the City’s recreational facilities.

8-2 Use this Element’s guidance in scheduling park, recreation, open space, and conservation
projects for implementation through annual updates of the 6-year Capital Improvement
Program.

8-3 Consider means of financing the local share of project implementation from sources that do not
overburden existing City revenues, such as subdivision fees, donations, limited improvement
districts, etc.
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SUMMARY OF DEER PARK’S CHARACTERISTICS

Chapter 4 of Deer Park’s Growth Management Act Implementation Program, Existing Conditions, contain
the City’s natural environmental and man-made characteristics:

· Setting
· Topography, slopes and geologic considerations
· Soil characteristics
· Surface and ground waters
· Animal and plant habitat information
· Climate and air quality data
· Existing land use characteristics based on a detailed 2017 survey
· Existing zoning and the current Zoning Map is located on Page 4-12 of the GMA Implementation

Project documentation
· Population and housing data from the 2000 Census with updates from 2008 Office of Financial

Management (OFM) figures and new construction
· Economic characteristics
· Circulation and traffic information
· Discussions of the City’s water and sewer utilities
· Data on public facilities and services, including parks and recreation areas
· Noise considerations associated with the municipal airport

In addition to the information listed above, Chapter 5, of the
Comprehensive Plan, contains future land use expectations in the
Land Use Element.  Chapter 14 - Plan Implementation Strategies,
includes new zoning categories promulgated to protect
public/quasi-public uses and the City’s privately operated golf
course, plus the updated City-wide Official Zoning Map reflecting
these and other new or revised zoning categories.  What follows is
a brief summary of the previously generated and adopted
information that is most pertinent to this Parks, Recreation, and
Conservation Element addition to the City’s Comprehensive Plan.

The City of Deer Park encompasses 3,727.11 acres, is the only
incorporated municipality in the northern part of Spokane County,
and is surrounded by a pastoral setting of farms and forests.  Two
(2) major highways serve Deer Park:  Highway 395 situated along
the City’s western flank, and Highway 2 located a few miles to the
east.  Mount Spokane State Park, a ski resort and recreational
resource of regional importance, is close by.

When the existing conditions assessment was compiled as the foundation for development of the
Comprehensive Plan, Deer Park had a 2017 population of some 4,110 persons, and a long-range projection
of 5,325 persons by the year 2037. Hence, Deer Park’s population is anticipated to increase by 1,215
people during the next twenty (20) years.
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Deer Park’s long-range net land use expectations, generated from regional land quantity analysis and
commercial land demand criteria are illustrated on the following table from the 2018 Comprehensive Plan
Update.  As noted, Government Uses, including Park, Recreation and Conservation, amounted to 1,820
acres and 48.83 percent of total City acreage.

2016 Updated Land Use Inventory Summary
Land Use Type Parcels Percent Acres Percent

Vacant Land 187 10.60% 685.69 18.40%
Single Family Dwellings 1,037 58.79% 365.44 9.80%
Manufactured Home Dwelling 160 9.07% 46.61 1.25%
Manufactured Home Park 18 1.02% 33.67 0.90%
2-Unit/Duplex 65 3.68% 39.42 1.06%
3-Plex/4-Plex 13 0.74% 6.95 0.19%
5+ Multi-Family 31 1.76% 7.05 0.19%
Retail Uses 38 2.15% 60.88 1.63%
Service Uses 34 1.93% 63.69 1.71%
Business/Professional Uses 18 1.02% 21.76 0.58%
Other Commercial Uses 25 1.42% 79.04 2.12%
Warehouse/Light Industrial Uses 22 1.25% 99.56 2.67%
Governmental Uses 42 2.38% 1,820.08 48.83%
Educational Uses 15 0.85% 104.04 2.79%
Cultural/Recreational Uses* 31 1.76% 220.83 5.92%
Agricultural Activities* 3 0.17% 34.39 0.92%
Taxed Rights-of-Way* 25 1 42% 38.01 1.02%
Totals 1,764 100% 3,727.11 100%

*From 2006 Capacity Report
 Source: City of Deer Park/JUB/Land Strategies

In terms of serving the public with park and recreation opportunities, Deer Park recognizes that its location
invites many rural residents of Spokane, Stevens, and Pend Oreille Counties to recreate in Deer Park simply
because no other facilities are readily available to them.  The rural population served is considered to be
a “secondary” service area.  The City’s “primary” park and recreation service area encompasses existing
City limits and the external Urban Growth Area as identified in Comprehensive Plan Amendment

In addition, Deer Park has lower household and family incomes than many other Washington State Cities
and Spokane County. This has an impact on the economic diversity of the community and impacts housing
costs and the need for support services, including parks and recreation. The U.S. Census projected
household and family income for Deer Park for the year 2014.
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2014 Income Estimates

Households Estimate Percent Families Estimate Percent
Total 1,398 100% Total 960 100%
Less than $10,000 130 9.3% Less than $10,000 36 3.8%
$10,000 to $14,999 147 10.5% $10,000 to $14,999 96 10.0%
$15,000 to $24,999 231 16.5% $15,000 to $24,999 128 13.3%
$25,000 to $34,999 276 19.7% $25,000 to $34,999 159 16.6%
$35,000 to $49,999 223 16.0% $35,000 to $49,999 201 20.9%
$50,000 to $74,999 178 12.7% $50,000 to $74,999 160 16.7%
$75,000 to $99,999 106 7.6% $75,000 to $99,999 79 8.2%
$100,000 to $149,999 88 6.3% $100,000 to $149,999 82 8.5%
$150,000 to $199,999 10 0.7% $150,000 to $199,999 10 1.0%
$200,000 or more 9 0.6% $200,000 or more 9 0.9%
Median household income (dollars) $31,397 Median family income (dollars) $42,789
Mean household income (dollars) $47,170 Mean family income (dollars) $56,797

Per capita income (dollars) $17,903

Source: 2014 U.S. CENSUS PROJECTIONS/2018 Deer Park Comprehensive Plan

For example, the Deer Park’s median household income was 59% of the United States $53,657 and 51%
of Washington States median income of $61,366.

The age distribution in Deer Park is very similar to Spokane County and the State as a whole with
approximately 54 Percent of the population under the age of 40.

Age
2010

Population
2017

Population % of total Age
2010

Population
2017

Population % of total
Under 10 563 633 15.40% 40 to 49 years 473 534 13.00%
10 to 19 years 570 641 15.60% 50 to 59 years 417 469 11.40%
20 to 29 years 447 501 12.20% 60 to 69 years 391 440 10.70%
30 to 39 years 387 436 10.60% 70 to 79 years 274 308 7.50%

80 and older 130 148 3.60%
Sub Total 1,967 2,211 53.8% Sub Total 1,685 1,899 46.20%

Total 3,652 4,110 100%

Source:  2010 U.S. Census/JUB/Land Strategies

For more detailed information, please refer to the applicable components of Deer Park’s existing Growth
Management Act Implementation Program documentation.
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EXISTING PARK AND RECREATION FACILITIES

The following information describes Level of Service (LOS) criteria and existing park and recreation
facilities and known potential facilities within the Deer Park Urban Growth Area:

Level of Service Criteria.  The following level of service standards, derived from the National Recreation
and Park Association’s Recommended Standards for Local Developed Open Space, were adopted as part
of the Capital Facilities Element:

· Mini Park -- specialized facilities serving a concentrated or limited population or specific group;
provides a service area less than 1/4-mile radius; provides a ratio of 0.25 to 0.50 acres per 1,000
populations; and is located within neighborhoods or in close proximity to multi-family or senior citizen
housing.

· Neighborhood Park or Playground -- areas for intense recreational activities, such as field games,
crafts, playground apparatus areas, skating, picnicking, wading pools, etc.; provides a service area
over 1/4-mile and less than 1/2 mile to service a neighborhood; provides a ratio of 1.00 to 2.00 acres
per 1,000 population; and is suited for intense development, easily accessible to neighborhood
population (biking/walking), and may be developed as a facility in conjunction with a school.

· Community Park -- an area of diverse environmental quality, which includes areas suited for intense
recreation facilities (athletic complexes, swimming pools), or areas of natural quality for outdoor
recreation (walking, viewing, sitting, picnicking), or a combination of active and passive recreation,
depending upon site suitability and community need; provides a 1-mile to 2-mile service radius;
provides a ratio of 5.00 to 8.00 acres per 1,000 population; and can include natural features, such as
water bodies, and areas for intense development;  easily ¢accessible to population served.

While the level of service standards do not suggest minimum sizes for various types of facilities, Deer Park
employs the following guidelines:  2.5 to 4.0 acres minimum for a neighborhood park (anything smaller
would be considered to be a mini-park); 10.0 to 20.0 acres for a community park; and 50.00 plus acres for
a regional park.

Existing Park and Recreation Facilities:

Employing the above-referenced Level of Service standards and general minimum size criteria, Deer Park’s
current inventory of park and recreation sites include the following: one (1) mini-park, six (6)
neighborhood parks, one (1) community park, and two (2) regional recreational facilities.

Existing neighborhood, community, and regional park and recreation facilities are characterized as
follows:
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· Earl D. Mix Park -- encompasses 6.84 acres and
includes swings, barbecues, picnic tables, a
pavilion, and rest rooms, in a setting of
coniferous trees and grass.  Spring Creek
traverses the westerly portion of the park.  Mix
Park is a “neighborhood” park facility.

· Perrins Field -- located on 1.71 acres, this site is grassed,
has facilities for both soccer and also includes picnic table
and rest rooms.  Perrins Field is a “neighborhood” park
facility.

· James G. Swinyard Park and swimming pool --
includes 3.99 acres, in a grass and treed setting, with
amenities including swings, slides, climbing bars,
basketball facilities, a swimming pool, a skaters’ park,
a wading pool, barbecues, picnic tables, rest rooms,
and provisions for overnight RV parking. Swinyard
Park is a “neighborhood” park facility.

· Library Park -- consists of a cooperative public and
private recreation venture.  Some 2.99 acres are City-
owned, and an additional 2.36 acres were owned by the
private agency for its future expansion needs.  The
hospital closed in 2017 and is not expanding.  Until the
property is sold, the latter acres will be used for public
recreation.  This public/private facility is in a natural
coniferous forest setting and consists of trails for walking
and running.  Library Park is a “neighborhood” park
facility.
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· Deer Park “Sports Complex” -- encompasses
21.88 acres with grass vegetation, and is
improved with baseball fields, and a utility
building including rest rooms.  The “Sports
Complex” size is larger and its service area is more
extensive than the existing facilities previously
referenced.  Hence it carries “community” park
status.

· Airport Open Space Area -- this site
consists of 645.14 acres northeasterly of the
municipal airport and is devoted to trails for
hiking and jogging, equestrian trails, and
winter usage for cross-country skiing.  This
area also has a forest management plan
which includes a harvest plan.  Funds
received from the timber harvest are used to
support the Airport as well as the
maintenance and improvement of the trails
within the open space area.  This unique
facility’s size and nature give it status as a
“regional” recreation amenity.

· Erickson 6th Street Arboretum -- this 2.96-acre site
houses an existing water reservoir and is a
“Neighborhood Park” facility.

· Main Street Park -- this 2.19-acre site
houses ADA accessible walkways throughout
the park, landscaping, playground equipment, a
restroom, and parking area. This is a
“Neighborhood Park” facility.
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· Deer Park Golf Course – is City owned and situated
on 149.87 acres, the golf course has become a
recreational amenity of regional importance that
attracts golf enthusiasts from a wide area, and
includes a new recreational vehicle park facility on
adjoining acreage.  This is a “regional park facility”.

· Country Club Drive Park -- this 1.35-acre
parcel was dedicated to the City as part of a
subdivision plat and will be improved as a “mini-
park” to serve the surrounding residential
neighborhood.

Using the 2017 OFM population figure of 4,410 persons, and excluding the private portion of Library Park
that is only in interim public use, Deer Park’s neighborhood parks provide a ratio of 5.24 acres per 1,000
populations, and the community park provides a ratio of 5.32 acres per 1,000 populations, for a total of
13.31 acres per 1,000 populations.  The current ratios of parkland to population served exceed the
individual level of service standards as well as the overall range of 6.25 to 10.50 total acres per 1,000
populations.  In the future, if no new mini, neighborhood, or community parks were added to the current
inventory, the existing facilities would provide the following ratios in the year 2037 when the City’s
population is projected to reach 5,32 persons:  4.35 acres per 1,000 population in neighborhood parks
and 4.10 acres per 1,000 population in the community park, for a total of 8.45 acres per 1,000 population
served.  Neighborhood park ratios would still be acceptable, community park ratios would be
unacceptable, and the overall ratio would still be above the minimum level of service standard.

Based upon the above-referenced ratios of recreational acreage to population served, even though
recreational acreage may not be a significant concern in future years, given the City’s size and shape,
distance is an important issue, particularly given the demographics of the City.  Some parts of the City are
not currently served or are only partially served when service radii standards are taken into consideration.
The City recognizes that the practicalities of distance make additional park lands necessary as the
community grows and evolves.

As Deer Park grows and expands into its Urban Growth Area, parklands will be needed, and the surface
waters and wetlands associated with Dragoon and Spring Creeks and Dragoon Lake will likely provide an
opportunity for open space corridors.  As development and/or annexation occurs, recreational level of
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service standards will be taken into consideration to ensure that level of service criteria are maintained
through the discretionary project approval process.

Other Existing Recreational Amenities.

The following facilities, while providing recreational benefits, have been intentionally excluded from the
discussion of existing park lands:

· Blue Bird Park -- consists of a grassed area, on railroad right-of-way property, with a tribute to those
who served in the Desert Storm campaign.  The memorial provides a passive recreational/open
space/aesthetic benefit for the local community.

· Existing Public Schools -- Deer Park School District No. 414 operates the following school facilities
within City limits:  Deer Park Elementary (serving grades K-3), Arcadia Elementary (serving grades a
portion of grade 3 and all of grades 4-6), Deer Park Junior High (serving grades 7-8), and Deer Park
Senior High (serving grades 9-12).  All include recreational facilities that have the potential for dual
recreational use serving both the District’s needs and the City’s, particular during periods when
schools are not in session.

Potential Park and Recreation Sites.

The City owns one (1) site that is available for future park and recreation development:

· Deer Park-Milan Road/Weber Avenue -- This is the property proposed for a large and diversified multi-
purpose recreational and special event complex.  The site encompasses 95.00 acres with the option
to include an additional 13.55 acres.  Upon development, this amenity would carry “regional park”
status.

Map 1 illustrates the location of existing and potential park and recreation sites within the Urban Growth
Boundary of the City of Deer Park.
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

The City of Deer Park has utilized a number of methods to involve community organizations and the public
in selecting goals and objectives, and in defining actions and projects for short-term and long-term
implementation under the auspices of this Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Element of the
Comprehensive Plan.

Parks and Recreation Survey Questionnaire.

The survey questionnaire was announced in the newspaper and was mailed out to all households with the
February 2019 utility billing statement.  It was also made available to interested citizens at the City Hall,
the County’s local Library branch, the Post Office, and other public places, including markets.  It was also
posted on the City’s Web Site with the ability to directly fill in responses.  A total of 277 households
responded by the advertised response deadline.  Based on the ages given in Question No. 2, roughly 28
percent were households with children under 18 years of age, 38 percent were households without
children, and 33 percent were senior citizen households.    Written comments accompanying many of the
questions were as illuminating as the numeric responses.  The survey results and written comments are
summarized as Attachment 1

Initial Public Workshops.

The Planning Commission commenced a series of duly noticed and advertised public workshops on August
5th and 26th, 2019, to solicit public input both before and after the questionnaire survey was finalized,
distributed, and the results thereof were tabulated, and before each component of the draft Plan Element
was completed.  The comments from the several public meetings addressed the survey text and its results,
as well as a variety of related and other issues.

Both the survey results and the input from the public meetings were instrumental in completing the draft
of the Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Element addition to the Comprehensive Plan.  Further, the
survey and public meeting input assisted the City in counseling persons interested in endowing specific
improvements in terms of which types of recreational improvements were perceived as being most
important to local citizens.

Public Hearings.

After the draft document’s completion, notice thereof was duly published, copies were mailed to public
agencies for comment, and additional copies were made available to all interested parties for review and
comment at the City Hall and local County Library branch (copies for both in-house review and outright
purchase, the latter for a nominal fee).  Following the 30-day review period, duly noticed public hearings
were held before the Planning Commission and, thereafter, before the City Council.  Part Four,
Appendices, of Deer Park’s Growth Management Act Implementation Program documentation, contains
the full chronology of events, all written and verbal comments received and responses thereto, the
Commission’s recommendation, and the City Council’s determination.

Environmental Evaluation.

In conjunction with development of the 2019 Parks and Recreation Plan update, a State Environmental
Policy Act (SEPA) analysis was performed.  This 2019 Park and Recreation Plan update to the Parks and
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Recreation and Conservation Element was also evaluated under the integrated SEPA analysis undertaken
as part of the 2017 Deer Park Comprehensive Plan update.

Other Relevant Information.

The following are examples of activities related to the Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Element
addition to the Comprehensive Plan which demonstrate the City’s commitment to both short-term and
long-range implementation of park, recreation, and conservation goals, objectives, and planning
programs:

· For some time, the City’s youth have been advocating development of a “skateboard park”.  Hence,
in connection with annual Holiday festivities, the City sponsored a “chili feed” on December 13, 1999,
with the proceeds destined to help fund the skateboard park’s implementation.  Bids for
implementation of the skateboard facility were solicited in February of 2000.  Thereafter, in May of
2000, the City sought additional financial support and fund-raising ideas from the local business
community to complete the project.  The skate park is now fully operational.

· Deer Park retained the services of a forester to recommend forest management practices, in the
square mile of open space and recreational lands northeast of the municipal airport, in furtherance
of enhancing cross-country ski trails, hiking trails, camping areas, etc.  Proceeds from the forest
management practices recommended are intended to help fund the improvements at this
recreational location and at other park and recreation sites elsewhere in the City.

· Deer Park is planning a large, multi-faceted, multi-purpose recreational complex on a large site owned
by the City.  To help fund that undertaking, the City may surplus property along Crawford Avenue
zoned for commercial use.  In addition, there are 13.55 acres at the site of the planned complex, with
prime street frontage exposure, that may be sold, instead of retained, to further assist in funding
implementation of the new project.

· Deer Park sought and received a grant for developing plans to beautify entrances to the City.  The
adopted plans will be appended to this Comprehensive Plan Element inasmuch as they pertain to a
combination of signage, lighting, open space, and landscaping, that not only serve to identify City
entry points, but also serve as passive recreational opportunities for local citizens.

· Inasmuch as lighting for softball fields has drawn support from local citizens, the City solicited bids for
tournament level lighting systems at two (2) fields in April of 2000.

· In addition, the City actively encourages and pursues voluntary donations by local citizens and
businesses of land, supplies, equipment, and related goods and materials to provide and maintain a
wide variety of park, recreation, open space, and conservation amenities for the community for
current and future users.

· The Deer Park Elementary School site is located adjacent to the Sports Complex and provides a flat
and improved space for youth sports soccer events.  Additional municipal land located south of the
school site may be sold to the School District in the future for their use.  Funds from this sale could
potentially be used for improvements at the Sports Complex.

· In conjunction with the previous “bullet”, an opportunity may exist for municipal acquisition of excess
school playground lands for public park purposes.
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DEMANDS AND NEEDS ANALYSIS

Planning for diversified park, recreation, and open space conservation is essential because of its far-
reaching effect upon the physical, economic, and social well being of the community’s residents.  In order
to properly serve all local citizens, park and recreation areas must be conveniently situated, appropriately
sized, and equipped with a balance of passive and active recreational facilities that people of different age
and economic groups will enjoy and utilize.  In addition, open space conservation provides for protection
of natural resources while providing for passive recreational pursuits.

Size and Location of Park and Recreation Areas.

The Level of Service (LOS) standards contained in the Capital Facilities Element of the Comprehensive Plan,
address acres per 1,000 populations for mini-parks, neighborhood parks, and community recreational
facilities, together with approximate service distances.  Deer Park added site size as an equally important
parameter:

Facility Type Size Service Radius

Mini-Park Under 2.5 acres Up to 1/4-mile
Neighborhood Park 2.5 to 4.0-ac. minimum 1/4 to 1/2-mile
Community Park 10.0 to 20.0-ac. minimum 1.0 to 2.0 miles
Regional Park 50.0 acres or more Beyond City Limits

For the purpose of evaluating the “coverage” provided by existing and known pending park and recreation
facilities, a 3/16-mile radius had been employed for mini-parks, a 3/8-mile radius for neighborhood parks,
and a 1.5-mile radius for community parks in the map on the following page.  These distances were
selected because they represent the mid-ranges in the service radii guidelines.  The map illustrates both
existing coverage and needed coverage, thereby providing the following locational assets and needs:

Recreational Assets
· The existing neighborhood park and recreation amenities (Library Park Gamefield, Mix Park, Perrins

Field, Main Street Park, Mix Park, and Swinyard Park), provide very good and overlapping coverage
for a large majority of Deer Park’s existing population.

· The 6th Street Park/Arboretum (neighborhood) and the Country Club Drive Park (mini) further
enhance coverage in the northeast area.

· The Deer Park Sports Complex (community) serves between 70 and 80 percent of the City’s existing
population.

· The Horse Trails and Equestrian Trails near the Airport serve the entire City, a vast “secondary” rural
population outside Deer Park’s Urban Growth Area, and regional visitors from elsewhere.

· Existing public schools are ideally situated for the potential of dual usage.

· The Deer Park Golf Course serves as an important recreation facility (regional), and as a source of
open space conservation.
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Recreational Needs
· As annexation, growth and development occur in the City’s external Urban Growth Area, one (1) new

neighborhood park should be considered to the east of current City limits as illustrated on the map.

· Should development in the Urban Growth Area occur in the vicinity of Dragoon Lake (a seasonal
lake/wetland), recreational and open space conservation needs might have the opportunity to be
concurrently served.

· The City’s southwesterly residential population is also not currently covered by a neighborhood park.
As this southerly area of the City transitions from rural to urban, it will be advisable to add a
neighborhood park facility in this area.

· As the northerly portion of the subdivision surrounding the Deer Park Golf Course builds out (northerly
of 12th Street), it will be appropriate to consider at least a mini-park in such future development to
serve future residents of that neighborhood.

While plans of this nature typically concentrate upon the needs of local residents, consideration should
also be given to the needs of local businesses, whose employees would enjoy a park setting during the
lunch break to eat, rest, or participate in a recreational activity, and whose shoppers would equally take
advantage of the park setting.  Thus, the following suggestions should also be considered:

· A mini-park in the southwesterly portion of the Highway 395 corridor serving existing and future
businesses of the City and its Urban Growth Area.

· A mini-park or larger facility in the business park/light industrial area west of the municipal airport to
serve future employees/customers as that area develops.
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Needs at Existing and Future Park and Recreation Facilities.

The survey questionnaire results illustrate that __ percent of the respondents are users of local park and
recreation facilities.  Their observations and recommendations are important and, when coupled with
citizen comments at the Planning Commission’s workshops, suggest that various improvements should be
considered at existing park and recreation facilities, and that other improvements should be incorporated
into new park and recreation areas in the future.

Existing Park and Recreation Areas
· It would be beneficial to install directional signs to the

Airport hiking and equestrian facility and print flyers
advising residents of the amenities available at that site.

· Additional off-street parking for both vehicles and bicycles
should be considered at Mix and Swinyard Parks.

· Consideration should be given to expanding the variety of
recreation opportunities currently available, including
those for senior citizens.

· Additional lighting of grounds and facilities should be considered to extend their hours of usefulness
and to enhance security during nighttime hours.

Future Park and Recreation Areas
· A splash pad at the Swimming Pool is a City priority.

· Expansion of the bicycle path system would be beneficial, particularly if it were to provide linkages for
bike users between various existing and future park areas.

· Play equipment for children should be addressed in all new facilities.

· If viable, should the Urban Growth Area northwest of current City limits in the vicinity of Dragoon Lake
be annexed in the future, a pond with ducks and geese would be an asset to the community.

 Open Space Conservation Needs.

The terms “open space” and “conservation” rightly belong in this Comprehensive Plan Amendment since
the continued availability of land for the enjoyment of scenic beauty, protection of natural resources, and
the preservation of watersheds, ground water recharge areas, wildlife habitats, etc., are as important in
an urban environment as active park and recreational areas.  State and local laws and policies are designed
to discourage premature and unnecessary conversion of open space to urban uses in a manner against
the public interest (i.e., if its development will not benefit urban dwellers due to such factors as an
increase in the cost of urban services).

Actions should be considered to insure that conservation of open spaces helps form the “cityscape”.  The
question is not in the quantitative loss of land, but rather in the qualitative issue of what land is
disappearing where and what is being left.  For instance, are the open spaces serving positive functions,
or are they merely areas that become surplus after development has taken place?

Even though open space conservation may not produce revenue or other immediately observable benefits
today, in the years to come, the importance of this asset will become more critical.  People need exposure
to conserved open spaces for passive recreation.  Protection of the open space resource can be done
through careful planning, management, and use of lands which are presently ignored.
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LONG RANGE IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM

The City of Deer Park proposes an implementation program that satisfies the Goals and Objectives
enumerated herein together with the needs expressed by local citizens in the survey questionnaire
results.  In addition to the short and long term capital improvement proposals, the City hopes that civic-
minded adult and youth organizations will volunteer their time and energy to help maintain and beautify
the City’s park and recreational assets (an “adopt” a park, a specific site, or trail program).

Capital Improvement Program (CIP).

A number of park and recreation improvement projects are listed herein.  The City’s implementation plan,
which includes phasing of many projects, endeavors to make optimal use of available funding resources
and to ensure both adequate project planning and orderly development.

2020-2025 Capital Improvement Program

Location Project Description Est. Cost in $ Year Funding Source (s)
Sports Complex Additional parking 100,000 2020 Gen. Fund & Grant
Sports Complex Add 2 soccer fields 350,000 2020 Gen. Fund & Grant
Swinyard Park Splash Pad 2020 General Fund & Grant
Erickson Arb. Add tables and benches 10,000 2021 General Fund
Mix Park Add Picnic Shelter and Parking 50,000 2022 General Fund

Known future projects that are anticipated for implementation beyond 2026 Capital Improvement
Program funding cycle include the following:

2026 Capital Improvement Program Funding Cycle

Location Project Description Est. Cost in $ Funding Source (s)
6th Street Park Add rest room facility 50,000 General Fund
Country Club
Drive Park

Add playground equipment 250,000 General Fund & Grant

The size, timing, and design of future parks identified as being needed on the Future Park Needs Map, will
largely depend upon when and where annexation and development occur within Deer Park’s Urban
Growth Area, and upon when new developments are implemented within existing municipal boundaries.
At this juncture, only general areas have been identified as being in need of future neighborhood or mini-
park sites.  At a minimum, such future sites are expected to involve the following improvements/costs:
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Future Location Project Description Est. Cost in $

Dragoon Park (NW)
1. Wetlands buffering/preservation 150,000
2. Site prep./irrigation/lawn/trees/parking 70,000
3. Tables/benches/playground equipment 22,000

Colville Park (NE)
1. Site prep./irrigation/lawn/trees/parking 70,000
2. Tables/benches/playground equipment 22,000

Colville Park (SW)
1. Site prep./irrigation/lawn/trees/parking 70,000
2. Tables/benches/playground equipment 22,000

Enoch Park (GC)
1. Site prep./irrigation/lawn/trees/parking 70,000
2. Tables/benches/playground equipment 22,000

Hwy. 395 Park (SW)
1. Site prep./irrigation/lawn/trees/parking 70,000
2. Tables/benches 7,500

Cedar Park (NE)
1. Site prep./irrigation/lawn/trees/parking 70,000
2. Tables/benches 7,500

When each individual project over the 20-year planning horizon is designed for its specific
implementation, a detailed plan and discussion of individual project components will evolve.  Many
anticipated projects are expected to involve municipal and community partnerships sharing resources and
materials for the benefit of all Deer Park’s residents and its recreational users from elsewhere.

Related Considerations.

While not specifically addressed herein, there are programs in process that have a beneficial relationship
to this Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Element addition to Deer Park’s Comprehensive Plan.

As part of Deer Park’s on-going transportation planning efforts, the City is looking into additional means
of expanding its existing bikeway network to both reduce vehicular dependence and enhance
opportunities for bicycle enthusiasts.  Existing bikeways are detailed in the Future Transportation Plan
map and expansion thereof will be appended to both the transportation and recreational aspects of Deer
Park’s Growth Management Implementation Program documentation.

Summary.

This document serves as a framework to help guide future park, recreation, and conservation projects and
programs serving the interests of Deer Park’s citizens and those of surrounding areas that also recreate in
Deer Park.  It is a foundation to be built upon in future years.  And like all other components of a
Comprehensive Plan, it is a “living document” that will become more refined and defined as Deer Park
grows and evolves over time.
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APPENDIX A

WRITTEN SURVEY RESPONSES
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ATTACHMENT 1
WRITTEN SURVEY RESPONSES

A.  Survey Questionnaire Responses

Question 1:  Please indicate the general area of the City in which you reside:

Answer Choices Responses

      Northwest 24% 59
Southwest 9%    21
Northeast 41% 102
Southeast 19%   46
Outside of the City 8%   20

Answered        248
Skipped          18

Question 2:  Please indicate the number of persons in your household in each of the
following age groups:

Answer
Choices

Average
Number

Total
Number Responses

Under 7 years 1.7 98 22% 55
7 to 12 years 1.5 74 19% 48
13 to 18 years 1.3 59 17% 44
19 to 35 years 1.5 121 30% 76
36 to 61 years 1.5 184 46% 116
62 years and
over 2.0 270 52% 132

 Answered 253
 Skipped 13
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Question 3:  How often do members of your household visit and enjoy existing public park
and recreation facilities in Deer Park?

Answer Choices Responses

Never or rarely 22% 55
up to 10 times per year 41% 105
10 - 20 times per year 18% 46
21 or more times per year 19% 48

 Answered 254
 Skipped   12
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Question 4:  Please rank all of the following existing City recreation facilities from 1 to 9; where your household members go most often (1)
to where your household members go least often (9).

Rec Facility 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Total
Score

Earl Mix Park (301 W. 4th) 38% 68 26% 48 8% 14 6% 10 8% 15 3% 5 4% 7 1% 2 5% 9 178 7

Perrins Field (315 E.
Crawford) 4% 5 11% 13 21% 24 19% 22 11% 13 8% 9 9% 10 10% 11 6% 7 114 5

Arcadia Park Game Field
(behind Deer Park Library) 4% 5 9% 10 17% 19 11% 13 18% 20 16% 18 9% 10 10% 11 7% 8 114 4

Deer Park Golf Course
(1201 N. Country Club) 27% 39 13% 19 8% 11 8% 12 10% 14 5% 7 12% 17 9% 13 8% 12 144 5

Country Club Drive Park
(505 N. Country Club) 12% 14 12% 14 14% 16 9% 10 8% 9 19% 22 9% 10 14% 16 5% 6 117 5

N. Main Street Park (1010
N. Main Street) 4% 5 7% 8 5% 6 14% 16 17% 19 11% 12 13% 15 13% 15 15% 17 113 4

Deer Park Airport
walking/equestrian trails

(Missile Site Rd.)
6% 7 13% 16 10% 12 11% 14 8% 10 10% 13 13% 16 9% 11 20% 25 124 4

Deer Park Sports Complex
(801 S. Weber) 12% 14 10% 12 15% 18 17% 21 11% 13 7% 8 8% 10 13% 16 7% 9 121 5

James Swinyard Park &
Swimming Pool (226 S.

Margaret)
14% 19 17% 23 17% 23 6% 8 7% 10 7% 10 7% 9 10% 13 15% 21 136 5

Answered 215

Skipped 51
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Question 5: On a scale of 1 (most enjoyable) to 10 (least enjoyable), please rank what members of your household enjoy about existing
City park and recreation facilities:

Like about Facility 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Ease of access to parks and
recreations facilities 46% 107 14% 34 10% 24 3% 7 6% 15 1% 3 5% 12 4% 10 3% 8 6% 15
Availability of parking for
vehicles and bicycles 31% 70 18% 40 7% 17 9% 20 13% 29 5% 12 6% 13 5% 11 2% 4 5% 12
Variety in the types and
settings of parks 23% 52 8% 19 10% 22 8% 17 17% 38 7% 16 12% 26 7% 15 3% 7 6% 14
The types of active and
passive recreation
opportunities available 19% 43 9% 20 10% 23 9% 19 20% 44 8% 18 7% 16 7% 16 4% 9 6% 14

Answered 237

Skipped 29
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Question 6:  On a scale of 1 (most needed) to 10 (least needed), please rank what members of your household would like to see at any
existing City park and recreational facilities:

1 2 3 4 5

Repair of facilities or equipment 31% 65 13% 27 10% 20 10% 21 17% 35
Maintenance of grounds, facilities, or equipment 34% 71 17% 35 11% 23 6% 12 12% 25
Modernization of facilities or equipment 32% 66 11% 23 15% 31 6% 13 14% 30
Enclosure of existing swimming pool within a building 27% 57 10% 21 7% 14 5% 10 10% 21
Lighting of grounds, facilities or equipment 36% 75 9% 19 14% 29 4% 9 14% 29

Answered 223

Skipped 43
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 Question 7:  Please rank all of the following existing City recreation facilities from 1 to 9; where your household members go most often (1) to
where your household members go least often (9).

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Total
Score

Earl Mix Park (301 W. 4th) 38% 68 27% 48 8% 14 6% 10 8% 15 3% 5 4% 7 1% 2 5% 9 178 7

Perrins Field (315 E. Crawford) 4% 5 11% 13 21% 24 19% 22 11% 13 8% 9 9% 10 10% 11 6% 7 114 5

Arcadia Park Game Field (behind Deer
Park Library) 4% 5 9% 10 17% 19 11% 13 18% 20 16% 18 9% 10 10% 11 7% 8 114 5

Deer Park Golf Course (1201 N.
Country Club) 27% 39 13% 19 8% 11 8% 12 10% 14 5% 7 12% 17 9% 13 8% 12 144 6

Country Club Drive Park (505 N.
Country Club) 12% 14 12% 14 14% 16 9% 10 8% 9 19% 22 9% 10 14% 16 5% 6 117 5

N. Main Street Park (1010 N. Main
Street) 4% 5 7% 8 5% 6 14% 16 17% 19 11% 12 14% 15 13% 15 15% 17 113 4

Deer Park Airport walking/equestrian
trails (Missile Site Rd.) 6% 7 13% 16 10% 12 11% 14 8% 10 10% 13 13% 16 9% 11 20% 25 124 4

Deer Park Sports Complex (801 S.
Weber) 12% 14 10% 12 15% 18 17% 21 11% 13 7% 8 8% 10 13% 16 7% 9 121 5

James Swinyard Park & Swimming Pool
(226 S. Margaret) 14% 19 17% 23 17% 23 6% 8 7% 10 7% 10 7% 9 10% 13 15% 21 136 5

Answered 215

Skipped 51
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Question 8:  On a scale of 1 (would support) to 10 (would not support) please rank to what extent your household would support a
municipal tax levy for the following public park and recreation purposes in Deer Park:

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Total

Maintain existing public
park and recreational
facilities

38% 87 8% 18 13% 29 5% 12 12% 27 3% 8 2% 4 3% 6 4% 10 13% 29 230

Upgrade/expand existing
public park and
recreational facilities

39% 90 9% 21 12% 27 7% 16 7% 16 3% 6 3% 6 3% 8 3% 6 16% 36 232

Develop additional public
park and recreational
facilities

32% 73 10% 23 8% 19 6% 14 10% 22 2% 4 3% 8 5% 12 3% 6 21% 49 230

Answered 235

Skipped 31
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Question 9:  On a scale of 1 (most likely to support) to 10 (most likely to not support), please indicate to what degree your
household would support the following:

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Total
Develop regional public
recreational facilities in
Deer Park to stimulate
visitor trade and the City's
economic climate

28% 64 10% 23 11% 25 7% 16 14% 33 2% 5 3% 6 8% 18 3% 7 15% 35 232

Answered 232

Skipped 34

Develop regional public recreational facilities in Deer Park to stimulate visitor trade and the City's economic
climate
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B.  Written Responses

1. I think the city for itself is doing a good job. And the city crew is doing a great job with their
duties for the city.

2. You can use the money.  I’m paying for water I’m not using to fund your parks and economic
stimulation.

3. Public water fountains, walking paths & lighted paths.

4. 1 Love the idea of a running/bike path that goes around town 2. Would love

5. I have 4 young grandchildren 10-8-7-6 yrs. great grandkids 7-5-3 newborn.  My answers reflect
them.

6. Enclosed swimming areas/year round senior swimming and exercise for all ages.

7. Dry Cleaners

8. Both are 70 but support growth & enticement to make deer park attractive to new residents
and business' to help tax base and responsible growth.

9. Better music concerts.

10. We appreciate the city crews keeping parks clean, mowed and availability.

11. People are not going to come to deer park. You’re going to raise prices on everyone for these
projects, just like with the golf course that very few people use.

12. Pickle ball courts are needed!

13. Dear god, please, not another tax!

14. I was disgusted that Mr. Perrin’s field turned into a fire station (but it was needed somewhere)
the field was a breath of fresh air in our city on a hot summer day.

15. Deer park lags behind every city its size in this area. Deer park needs to really commit to P & R if
it wants to be competitive in the near future.

16. My husband would enjoy an archery range or nice shooting range.

17. A splash pad for toddlers & pre-k age would be amazing!

18. Maintaining and repairing the existent park facilities is one of the most important issues, in my
opinion. This includes keeping the parks clean (picking up trash regularly), repairing broken
equipment (like the basketball court and hoops) and keeping them accessible and available (not
pushing all the pine needles, pinecones etc unto the court so it cannot be used!) A clean and
well-lit park invites everyone to use it and helps to reduce vandalism.

19. New pool, but outside

20. Don’t ban fireworks

21. Use existing available funds wisely sell golf course or contract with private business.

22. We love Swinyard Park and pool. Would like to have usable bathrooms within the park and
control over the drug use during the day.
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23. Not lived here long enough.  Will have better ideas next year.

24. We need more business that will bring people to town

25. Have snow plow drivers use the blade gates.  I’m tired of shoveling berms.

26. Colville Road is very unsafe for children waiting at the bus stop -especially in winter [for]
children walking and bike riders.  It would be wonderful to have a bike lane and/or sidewalks,
including bus stop waiting areas.  A city bike path/route would be wonderful!

27. Fireworks brought visitors to deer park.  Seems as though locals run off visitors.

28. I would like to see where you use the current funds before supporting giving you more funds

29. I would want evidence presented that the investment would result in additional revenue and
use would be long-lasting (10+ years).

30. If you would do a survey on what the students want 5th - 12th and then you will get an idea.
31. If this would include swim facilities for adults & families alike.

32. Improved/increased facilities could bring teams/tournaments/$$

33. People who do not use the parks should not be charged in any way!

34. We would definitely love a disc golf course. We also use the free summer lunches and absolutely
hate that they are held at Swinyard Park. Please move them to mix park. It is much nicer and my
kids wouldn’t be round horrible teenagers that frequent Swinyard.

35. Mix Park is very beautiful & with its gazebo it would seem does not get utilized most of the year
- it should be lit up at Christmas with special outdoor program at gazebo.

36. I would like to see ice-skating, xc skiing and snowshoeing developed in order to use the golf
course during winter.

37. Please don’t destroy any more of our park land like what happened with Perrin.  We are lucky to
have the parks, they and the crews that maintain them are blessing.

38. Dog park

39. Keep youth and young families in mind.

40. Would love to see more walking paths for seniors & disabled

41. It’s a nice town atmosphere now! Would hate to see it outgrow itself with commercial and
financial appeal, which eventually fades except the "bill."  Remember we have an expensive fire
station to pay for yet. Dreams (ideas) are great but not always.

42. Please make more areas usable by small children/toddlers. Pretty much everything seems
geared towards middle school & late elementary

43. We need a mote/hotel i.e. Ramada with indoor pool & restaurant

44. Designated walking trails in or near town would be really nice

45. Please don’t spend money on an 8 foot rock

46. A bike path around the golf course could be used in the summer for bikers and skaters and in
the winter for cross-country skiing. The roads are not really safe for kids and neither are skate
parks.
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47. A family rec. center/event center with indoor pool triple play type center with bowling, water
slides etc.  More ADA-complaint playground equipment, kids Mobius center and events.  Many
years ago they had the space event at the old fairgrounds grounds lots of people came has been
nothing since then.  Bring in rides to the settlers days like Chewelah Chatequa days.

48. Pickleball is the newest fastest growing sport in the U.S.  I see nothing on this survey that even
includes this. Something I don't understand. It’s a sport for young and old!

49. City is growing and needing places for all activities. What we have is adequate, but the city could
provide more diversity.

50. Putting in a Frisbee golf would be so good for the youth of our community and it’s very cost
effective.  Also upgrading our existing basketball courts so they can be more enjoyable.  Having
somewhere for us middle age to play pickle ball would be great also.

51. Please do not enclose the pool. Outdoor swimming May-August is so enjoyable.  We would
much rather prefer an outdoor swimming pool with a toddler fenced splash pad zone!!

52. The park at 505 on country club drive could definitely use a play set for all of the children living
around the northeast area of deer park. Also I believe a Frisbee golf course would be an
excellent addition to Deer Park!

53. Even if you build more recreational facilities, there is no place to stay in Deer Park! The RV Park
at the golf course is great, but not everyone has an RV.

54. Live in Clayton & our recreation is horse related - no children- support Parks & rec. because it is
a draw for Deer Park.

55. Why are you looking for new ways to spend my money?  Parks are fine as is

56. James Swinyard Park has major concerns with kids not so kind, bulling other kids.  I loved to take
my kids but things that go on not ok.

57. (70+) at our age our use of the parks are strictly for walking the dog and occasional family
gathering.

58. 1st priority is to maintain what you already have. If you build something new, make sure you
commit to it maintenance!

59. Country Club Park needs upgrades and maintained!

60. Quit trying to raise taxes for any reason what so ever

61. Would love to see a park to be for all ages. We need more fun things for our youth. Mix Park is
developing but we really need something for winter months.

62. I feel tax in Deer Park is already high for this area.

63. Too many mini park areas that seem to service to no purpose.

64. Designated bicycle/walking path that extends in and around city.

65. I would love to see an upgrade to the swimming pool to make it friendlier to all ages.

66. Sports complex really needs security cameras to stop the vandalism and also the city needs to
repair the damage done by the adult leagues.

67. Our city is growing, we need to attract visitors and welcome them to our unique weather.  We
could probably use a B&B or small hotel or motel for those far away from here.
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68. I love Deer Park & would love to discover more things to do here in town. I didn’t realize we
never had those other 6 locations to visit!

69. We need to develop the sports complex – replace soccer/baseball/softball facility from Perrins.

70. This is an awesome idea and I love getting surveys like this.

71. Maintain the parks ground w/weeds and the mosquitoes in the spring at Mix Park

72. Outlaw fireworks in city limits.

73. Entertainment for young children splash pad.

74. When are the sidewalks on N. Colville going to get done? Do we have to wait for kids to get
killed first or run over with a school bus?

75. No more taxes or levies. Try getting these new developments to build or expand parks.

76. Splash pad at (along with) the swimming pool.

77. We will support any additional or adding new family based parks, indoor pool or splash pad.
Deer park needs something families can enjoy together.

78. Replace wind damage trees at golf course

79. Very much need bike paths

80. Updated pool and a pool @ Mix Park - add more playground equipment @ Country Club Park
since we can’t use the RV golf course park.

81. My household & other family members and friends would like to see a free Frisbee golf course.
We would also like to see the skate park updated and the fence taken down, or at least the
barbed wire removed & for it to stay open later and more often.  There are many funding
projects to help with costs, like the Tony Hawk foundation for the skate park & disc golf.
Uprising & Innova for the Frisbee golf course as well as my husband and many others who are
willing to volunteer.

82. Any addition for our young kids to do in the summer, teenagers as well, I strongly support.

83. Barriers around Swinyard Park to keep people from driving thru the park or parking in the
basketball court.  Enforce speed limit around Swinyard Park (major problem???)

84. How about the area where the old hosp was? I have 8 grandchildren from 8 mo. to 20yrs.  None
of the parks rate well. Not enough for the kids to do!  We need something like the Spokane 'Y.A.
Park, lots to do for every age. I would go 3x's a week if there was one park family friendly, well
lit, extra parking.

85. My family is new to the area and has not had a chance to explore the parks. Who knew Deer
Park had a swimming pool? A mark of N/A. was needed for those of us new to the area.

86. Develop a multi-purpose indoor sports complex with meeting rooms for special events,
basketball, indoor soccer, volleyball, martial arts, and wrestling tournaments.

87. Disappointed and confused why Library Park was not listed in the survey. My family uses Library
Park more than all others as a primary location for our home schooling nature studies and
recess. at least once a week year round for the past few years. Also, I think part of the parks plan
should be safe walking access to the parks in town.  Deer park is small enough to be walkable,
and while I know it would be ridiculously expensive to update or add sidewalks to all the streets,
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at least providing one sidewalk approaching each of the mainly utilized parks from one direction
would provide a safer way for families with children to approach and enter the parks. I'm
thinking specifically of Mix Park, which has no safe access point on foot, but also Swinyard.

88. We would be very excited to see a splash pad built in our city. We frequently travel into Spokane
during the summer to utilize their extensive park system and love the number of splash pads
available.  The one particular concern about splash pads is that they need to be open for use
earlier in the morning.  9 am seems reasonable.

89. Oh I have so many comments!! Thank you so much for whoever is looking forward to the future.
I would be a strong supporter of promoting things that bring in revenue and world class
facilities.  The facilities at Usk and Trail's Aquatic Center are priceless for our climate and
building strong Communities.  They also promote fitness in a climate that's miserable for 5
months of the year.  They also provide for revenue generation or at least a lower tax burden to
offset the facility. Also, Spokane City sports are so expensive, there has to be money leaking
somewhere you feel cheated down there.  Deer park could develop softball and baseball
programs into a revenue generator with a good facility.  Right now the softball fields are very
poor over on Weber for mens/womens and Coed softball but a complex similar to Merkel would
steal business from Spokane. Cities all around the Nation pay 1/2 of what Spokane leagues pay. I
love Deer Park.  Generate revenue and provide for great experiences for the residents. Thanks
for the survey and listening.

90. No
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