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What do I need to provide with my permit 
application? 

Whether a structure is site-built, or pre-built, permit 
application requirements are the same. At a minimum, 
the following are required: 

 Completed application form 
 Site plan 
 Construction plans 
 Engineering for trusses or other non-“prescriptive” 

types of construction 

When is a permit required? 

Most jurisdictions in the Eastern Washington region 
require permits for accessory structures that are: 

 Greater than 200 sq ft 
 Greater than one story 
 Used for purposes other than storage, 

playhouses, and other similar uses.  

*Always ask your local building department if you need a 
permit prior to beginning work or purchasing a pre-built 

shed to avoid confusion or costly corrections* 

What does the WA State Building Code typically require for sheds? 
For specific requirements, refer to the 2015 International Residential Code and WA State amendments, as well as 
consult your local building department. Here are some general guidelines: 

Roofing must be properly installed 

and flashed. Also refer to the    

manufacturer’s instructions. 

Roof framing must meet structural provisions for 

appropriate snow load. Non-conventional framing 

such as  “Barn Roof” must be engineered. 

Grading must slope 

away at least 5%. 

Concrete or other 

approved foundation. 

Proper braced wall bracing must be provided. In general they are required 

in all corners of the structure and every 20’ along the exterior walls. 

Typically if braced wall panels do not follow this criteria  

                                      alternative braced wall panels, portal frames, 

or engineering may be required.  

Ventilation required for 

enclosed attic spaces.    

(Provide 1 sq ft of vent 

per 150 sq ft of attic area) 

Roof sheathing must meet span rating. 

Underlayment depends on the type of roofing, 

includes ice/water shield if conditioned. 

Safety Glazing required in hazardous 

locations such as where within 2’ of door. 

Non-combustible floor 

required for storage of 

motorized vehicles. 

Wall framing must meet 

structural provisions. 

Lofts/Mezzanines framing must   

meet structural provisions.         

Guardrail required if loft is      

higher than 30”. 

Stairs must be uniform, 7-3/4” max. height, 10” min. depth.                                                                                                            

Landings are generally required at  top/bottom of stairs and inside/outside doors.                 

Guardrails required if landing/stair is higher than 30”. Handrail required if 4 or more steps. 

Wood floor framing must meet  structural 

provisions for appropriate live load. 

Siding must be properly installed 

and flashed. Also refer to                

manufacturer’s instructions. 

Sheds and other accessory structures are a common improvement to residential properties to increase space for     
storage or hobbies. Whether you are planning on building one from the ground-up, or purchasing a pre-built shed, it 
is important to understand that such structures are subject to the requirements of the WA State Building Code.      
Following the building code helps to ensure that they are safe and will stand the test of time. Careful consideration 
should be taken as to whether to build one from the ground-up or purchase one that is pre-built, because, while    
anything can be altered to meet the building code, you may incur additional cost to do so. This document will give you 
a better understand of whether a building permit is required, and if so, what a building inspector will be looking for. 


